Mind the gap! Failure in understanding key dimensions of a drug user's life.
This article discusses the failure to succeed in the treatment of the heterogeneous population of substance users, in terms of too little, or a total absence of, necessary available knowledge from an ethnographic perspective of the user's mental geographies. I suggest three dimensions that are critical to be knowledgeable about at the beginning planning stages of any intervention and on any level of policy, namely, insights into time, space, and bodily perceptions of drug users. In these scopes, barriers are drawn and upheld between caregiver and intervention planners, on the one hand, and the client, on the other. In cases when treatment has proven successful, however success is defined, the gap between the addict's mental geography and the surrounding world has been overcome to some degree. Previous research in the area of substance users' perspective of time, space, and body, and estimates of its value for success in and posttreatment, support, and care of people with severe drug-use-related problems, are discussed.